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| NTRCDUCT1 ON

1. The I nter-Agency Committee on Sustainabl e Devel opment (1 ACSD) held its
tenth neeting at Wrld Health Organi zation (WHO headquarters, from 17 to
19 Septenber 1997. The agenda as adopted by the Committee is contained in
annex |, the list of participants in annex Il and the |list of documents in
annex |11.

I. MATTERS FOR CONS| DERATI ON BY THE ADM NI STRATI VE
COW TTEE ON COORDI NATI ON

A Followup to the outcone of neetings
of ACC and intergovernnmental bodies

2. The Conmittee focused on the inpact of United Nations reform proposals on
its functioning, as well as on the question of the coordinated followup to
recent United Nations global conferences, particularly on its role in future
work in that area follow ng the conpletion of work of ACC s three ad hoc task
forces. The participants were briefed on the results of the neeting of the
Consul tative Conmittee on Programe and Qperational Questions (CCPOQ worKking
group on coordinated followup to recent United Nations gl obal conferences,

whi ch was held in New York on 11 and 12 Septenber 1997.

3. The Chairman briefed the Cormittee on the main features of the United
Nations Secretary-CGeneral's reform proposals. He indicated that the major

i mplications for the work of | ACSD woul d be created by the proposal to establish
the United Nations Executive Conmittee on Devel opnment Cooperation, and the work
of that group. He enphasized that it was crucially inmportant for 1ACSD to
orient its work to enable it to provide support for country-oriented activities
and increase its inpact at the national level, particularly in the light of the
need to integrate nore fully the United Nations conferences outcones within the
concept of sustainable devel opment. That would require shifting the Committee's
current focus from policy devel opnent to programe devel opnent for sustainabl e
devel opnent .

4. Recogni zing that that contribution could best be nmade at the country | eve
t hrough the technical experts of the relevant United Nati ons agenci es and
organi zations working at the country level, the Chairman al so stressed that the
techni cal experts of United Nations agencies would need to be briefed on the

i nportance of that integrative approach. He further stated that the
establ i shment of the new Departnent of Econonmic and Social Affairs of the United
Nations Secretariat would al so have sonme inpact on the work of | ACSD
particularly in the increased capacity that the substantive secretariat of the
Commi ttee woul d now have available to it for providing advisory services to
nenber States, as well as a stronger analytical capability, particularly for
undert aki ng nedium and long-termtrends anal ysis, which should facilitate

i mproved interaction within the Cormittee in that area.

5. The Conmttee felt that since the concept of sustainable devel opnent, as
underscored in ACC s statenent to the 1997 speci al session of the Genera
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Assenbly, provided an overarching framework for United Nations systemw de
activities in the economc, social and environnmental fields, it should al so
gui de ongoi ng work aimed at achi eving coordi nated i npl enentati on of the outcones
of recent United Nations global conferences that had been held since the United
Nati ons Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent (UNCED) and had addressed the
human di nensi ons of sustai nabl e developnent. Similarly, at the national |eve
sust ai nabl e devel opnment strategi es should be seen as an inportant policy tool
providing an unbrella for integrated inplenmentation of decisions and
reconmendati ons of various conferences, including cross-cutting areas. The
Conmittee felt that the outcome of the work of ACC ad hoc task forces had
provided a val uable input to its own ongoing work in the area of nationa
sust ai nabl e devel opnent strat egi es.

6. The Conm ttee enphasized that, in spite of the strong |inkages between
programres for action adopted by various United Nations conferences and the need
for better integration of policies aimed at their inplenentation, the follow up
to individual conferences should also retain their respective individua
character, bearing in mnd the need to preserve the high political visibility of
the main long-termgoals of such conferences, as well as the fact that they were
supported by different constituencies.

7. The Conm ttee noted that the prevailing framework of national institutions
that were involved in the inplenmentation of existing global programes of
actions was usually fragmented, and thus often did not provide for an integrated
policy approach to the inplenentation of various econom c, social and

envi ronnental objectives agreed at the international level. It was stressed,
therefore, that under those circunstances it was necessary to nove beyond the
nere advocation of the goals of sustainable devel opment and call for nore

i ntegrated policy approaches in order to expedite progress towards sustainabl e
devel opnent and the inplenmentation of Agenda 21 and the rel evant outcones of

ot her recent United Nations gl obal conferences held since UNCED

8. The Conmittee considered that it was essential to el aborate comon
approaches within the United Nations systemand foster activities ained at the
pronotion of good practices and buil di ng adequate professional capacities for
decision-nmaking in order to translate effectively the results of policy

devel opnent agreed within rel evant intergovernnmental processes into project
formul ation and inplenmentation at the national level. That shoul d include:

(a) Further measures to mainstreamthe concept of sustainable devel opnent
in the programmati ¢ work of international institutions;

(b) Elaboration of consistent guidelines that coul d be used by
international organizations in their work related to the provision of policy
advi sory services to national Governments;

(c) Oganizing workshops and training to exchange experiences and
di ssem nate good practices anong national professionals and decision nmakers.

9. Bearing in mind the broad scope of sustainable devel opment work, it was
felt that that work should start in a limted nunber of strategic areas where
i ntegrated approaches were particularly required and nost feasible.



ACC/ 1997/ 12
Engl i sh
Page 5

10. The Committee felt that in general, a mechani smsuch as the ad hoc task
forces - which were tine-bound, had specific tasks, involved a |limted nunber of
organi zations nost directly involved in the field and reported to standing
bodi es of the ACC - provided an effective way of el aborating comon approaches
and fostering cooperation anong international institutions. |In addition to the
ACC ad hoc task forces on conference foll ow up, another exanple was the inform
hi gh-1evel Inter-Agency Task Force on Forests, which had been established in
support of forest-related work of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent. A
further prom sing nechanismwas a network of institutions |ed by a task manager
simlar to arrangenents established by the Food and Agricul ture O ganizati on of
the United Nations (FAO to follow up the Wirld Food Sunmit.

11. Gven the evolving central role of CCPOQ in facilitating the coordi nated
followup to recent United Nations conferences at the national |evel, nmenbers of
the Committee considered that it was essential to ensure that an effective
system of dial ogue and interaction be established between | ACSD and CCPOQ and
that a good division of |abour be devel oped between the two ACC consultative
conmi tt ees.

12. The representatives of WHO, the United Nations Environment Progranmre (UNEP)
and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO also briefed the Comrittee on how the reform processes that were taking
pl ace within their own organi zations would al so probably affect the work of
IACSD. In particular, the representative of WHO pointed out the |inks between
the formul ati on of national strategies by Governnments and United Nations system
reform thereby stressing the need for ACSD to assist in ensuring that
sustainability issues be incorporated into national strategies on sustainable
devel opnent. He considered that that woul d require cooperation between the
speci al i zed agenci es and the Devel opnent Cooperation Group, particularly at the
field level. The representative of UNEP briefed the Conmttee on the
establ i shment of the high-level Commttee of Mnisters and Oficials, which was
schedul ed to neet at Nairobi in Novenber 1997 and woul d address the question of
the further reformof UNEP in the context of United Nations reform

13. Wile recognizing that the reformproposals relating to intergovernmental
bodi es coul d al so affect the work of | ACSD, the Conmittee recognized that the
proposals were still being considered within the intergovernnental process, and
as such it would be too early for IACSD to determ ne the true inpact of those
proposals on its work.

14. The Committee felt that agenda itenms 2(b) and 3 were closely interrel ated;
nore specific decisions and recomendati ons on that issue are outlined in
section | C bel ow

15. 1 ACSD al so noted the request of ACC for the Committee to undertake
consultations with the Organi zational Conmttee of ACCwith a view to achieving
a conprehensi ve assessnent of the experience gained and | essons | earned in
recent years in peace-building in crisis situations, draw ng on ongoi ng worKk
both within and outside the United Nations system |ACSD recognized that the
pursuit or restoration of sustainable devel opment in countries in crisis
situations was an integral conponent of the United Nations system s overal
efforts at peace-building for the prevention and resolution of conflicts in such

l...
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countries. The Committee, therefore, invited the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme (UNDP) to secure from other partner organizations of the United

Nati ons systemrel evant information on | essons |earned fromthe perspective of
sust ai nabl e devel opment and report back to IACSD at its next neeting to enable
the Conmttee to determ ne how best it could provide an appropriate devel opnent
di nension to assist the systenmis country-level efforts for relief,
rehabilitation, reconstruction and devel opnent. The Committee al so agreed that
t he Departnent of Econom c and Social Affairs would circulate to nmenbers for
their comments the guidelines for action in post-conflict and peace-buil di ng
situations that had already been prepared by the United Nations. It was
stressed that care should be taken to avoid any duplication of effort being
undertaken on the issue by other bodies, such as CCPOQ

B. Followup to the 1997 special session of the CGenera
Assenbly to review the inplenentation of Agenda 21

16. The Conmittee based its deliberations on the results of the infornal

di scussion held at Geneva on 9 July 1997, when a prelimnary exchange of views
regardi ng action needed to followup the special session of the General Assenbly
took place (the report of that nmeeting is contained in annex V to the present
report). The Committee underscored the point that the main chall enge for | ACSD
and its task managers in the period after the special session would be to ensure
a stronger focus in inter-agency collaboration on practical inplenentation
particularly at the country |evel

17. Wile generally supporting the overall thrust of the conclusions reached at
t he above-nentioned informal neeting, the Conmittee stressed the cl ose
interrelationship between the proposals related to further el aboration of comon
systemw de approaches, the preparati on of sustainabl e devel opnent gui delines
and the organi zati on of sustainabl e devel opnent workshops, and the need to
ensure conplenmentarity anmong them Mre specifically, the Conmttee agreed to
undertake the practical actions set out below in the near future.

1. Quidance for national action

18. The Committee agreed on the need to el aborate - through broad-based efforts
led by ACSD and its task nanagers - a systemof guidelines or simlar materials
addressing main policy issues related to sustainabl e devel opnent, which could be
made avail abl e, upon request, to national policy makers and institutions. Such

guidelines should, inter alia, facilitate the translation of goals agreed at the
international level into national policy-making and planning. Furthernore, they
should facilitate the integration of social and environnmental considerations in

t he devel opnent of plans and policies. At the outset, it would be inmportant to

undert ake:

(a) A conpilation and listing of existing material and an assessnent of
its rel evance, adequacy and coherence;

(b) Ildentify specific country experiences that were capabl e of
general i zation and coul d be used as a nodel.
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19. Bearing in mnd the scope of such an endeavour, the Comm ttee considered
that work should begin on a limted nunber of thematic areas, such as:

(a) Overall approach to the elaboration of national sustainable
devel opnent strategies: for that purpose UNDP was invited to revive the work of
the Conmttee's Task Force on Sustai nabl e Devel opment Strategies in order to
undertake the tasks outlined in the paragraph above, as well as to consider ways
and neans of integrating in this work the relevant results of the work of ACC s
ad hoc task forces that, inter alia, devel oped guidelines for nationa
policy-makers related to the inplenentations of agreenents in the areas that cut
across the outconmes of recent United Nations gl obal conferences, and that are
highly relevant to the goal s of sustainable devel opnment;

(b) Integrated approach to |land and water managenent: the Conmittee
considered that this work can be undertaken under the | eadership of the ACC s
Subcommi ttee on Water Resources;

(c) Integration of sustainability concerns in national fiscal instrunents:
that work would be | ed by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs as the
task manager for financial issues, and include the convening of a neeting and/or
organi zing a tinme-bound task force of United Nations agencies and internationa
institutions which are involved in this field;

(d) Sustainable tourism nore specific suggestions on organizing work in
this area will be submtted by UN DSD/ DESA for consideration at the el eventh
meeting of |1 ACSD, taking into account the outcone of the special session;

(e) Support for local sustainable developnent initiatives: nore specific
proposal s coul d be el aborated by HABI TAT for further consideration by the
Commi ttee.

2. Sust ai nabl e devel opnent wor kshops

20. The Committee agreed that it would be inportant to ensure that the various
wor kshops organi zed or planned by the United Nations systemwith a viewto
exchangi ng good practices and providing policy advisory services to nationa
deci si on makers and professionals contributed to the goals of sustainable

devel opnent. The work launched in the context of the preparations for the tenth
session of I ACSD and aimed at conpiling the lists of workshops that were
currently under preparation or planned within the United Nations system had
proved useful and should continue since it helped to pronote synergi es and avoid
duplication. It was agreed that the follow ng specific tasks woul d be

undert aken:

(a) The identification of existing workshops that provided a vehicle for
pronoting the goals of integration of sectoral policies towards sustainable
devel opnent ;

(b) The focusing of new workshops (organi zed for the purpose of exchanges
of national/regional experiences) on those thematic areas for which materials
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for guidance for national action were available or were envi saged (see para. 19
above) ;

(c) the devel opnent of nethodol ogy for future workshops (possibilities for
the use of the Turin Centre woul d be explored);

(d) The full use of the potential of the United Nations regiona
conmi ssions in this area.

21. The Departnent of Economic and Social Affairs, in consultation with other
organi zations, would initiate the process outlined above and present proposals
at the next meeting of | ACSD.

3. Preparations for the sixth session of the
Commi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

22. It was agreed that the nature of reports to the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent in the forthcom ng period should be reoriented in the Iight of the
new requi rements enmanating fromthe new work programe of the Commi ssion for the
1998- 2002 period. More specifically, the reports, buildi ng upon conceptua
framewor ks agreed by the Conmission in its previous work cycle, should focus on
action needed by various actors to pronote sustainable devel opnent in the areas
under consideration, and should pronote nore integrated approaches and poli cies.
The general new format of the reports for the Comm ssion would be a report of
the Secretary-General (up to 16 pages |long), supplenented, as required, with
nore detail ed background papers discussing specific aspects of the issue under
consi deration, as well as policy linkages with other issues. The
Secretary-Ceneral's reports would be linted to:

(a) Abrief "state of the art" section;

(b) References to background papers and other supplenentary naterial and
reports;

(c) Proposals for action.

23. The Conmttee noted that in accordance with the new programe of work of

t he Conm ssion, each of the forthcom ng sessions of the Conm ssion would focus
on different issues to be identified in advance, which would nornally allow nore
tinme for the substantive preparations for Conm ssion sessions. The Comittee
noted with interest an experience of FAOQ which had al ready established

i ssue-oriented secretariat task forces covering all issues relevant to FAOto be
consi dered by the Comm ssion during the period 1998-2001

24. As to the 1998 session of the Commi ssion, the Conmittee noted that the
Bureau of the Comm ssion would fornul ate proposals on the agenda of the 1998
neetings of the ad hoc inter-sessional working group(s) for consideration and
approval of menber States. Having considered various ongoi ng and pl anned
activities in the itenms that were on the agenda of the Comm ssion's sixth
session, the Committee felt that it mght be useful to suggest to the Bureau of
the Conm ssion that its ad hoc inter-sessional working group be devoted to the

l...
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i ssue of industry. That could provide for a broad consideration of the role of

i ndustry in sustainabl e devel opnent and anal yse |inkages with the rel evant
chapters of Agenda 21, thus facilitating the consideration of the issue of

i ndustry within the Conmission. Another issue that could be considered by the
ad hoc inter-sessional working group could be the cluster of cross-sectora

i ssues, especially a discussion and el aboration of the Conmm ssion's work
programe on education and sustai nabl e devel opnent. The Committee felt that
given the nunmber of meetings that woul d address the issue of freshwater prior to
the sixth session of the Commission, there should be no need for an ad hoc
wor ki ng i nter-sessional group to consider that issue.

25. Regarding the specific issues on the agenda of the sixth session of the
Commi ssion, the foll ow ng agreenents were reached.

(a) Freshwater

26. The Secretary-Ceneral's report would be prepared under the |lead of the ACC
Subcommittee on Water Resources. The docunentation should go beyond the
conceptual discussion of the water issue to suggest a strategy and specific
actions required to pronote sustainable and integrated water managenent.
Furthernore, it should focus on the financing of integrated water managenent;
consider ways to clarify the respective roles of the nunerous institutiona
capacities that existed at the global |level, both within and outside the United
Nati ons system discuss |inkages between policies in the fields of water and
heal t h; discuss the inpact of policies related to water on poverty; pronote best
practices; and provide a link with the forthcom ng discussion in the Comm ssion
of industry and sustai nabl e devel opnent.

27. The Conmttee noted that water would be a subject for discussion in the
forthcom ng UNEP ministerial neeting in Novenber 1997. Al though that neeting
woul d |argely focus on the role of UNEP in this area, the Conmittee invited UNEP
to coordinate the preparation of proposals for the neeting with menbers of the
ACC Subconm ttee on Water Resources with a view to ensuring the consistency of
United Nations systemw de approaches presented for the consideration of

Gover nnment s.

(b) Cross-sectoral thenme: "Transfer of technol ogy/capacity-building/
educat i on/ sci ence/ awar eness rai si ng"

28. It was agreed that the above cross-sectoral thenme would be addressed in one
consol i dated report of the Secretary-General, with rel evant task nanagers
(Departnent of Economi c and Social Affairs, UNDP, UNESCO taking the lead in the
preparation of its specific sections, and, if necessary, relevant suppl ementary
background papers. The focus of thematic sections of the report would be as
fol | ows:

(a) On technology, it was agreed that the work of the United Nations
I ndustrial Devel opment Organization and UNEP in this area, as well as the
results of the feasibility study on publicly owned technol ogy carried out by the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent, UNEP and Depart ment of
Economi ¢ and Social Affairs, with the support of the Government of the Republic
of Korea, would forminportant parts of the report;
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(b) On capacity-building, it was agreed that the report should attenpt to
prioritize various capacity-building needs at the national |evel;

(c) On education, the report should suggest ways to further el aborate the
Conmi ssion's work programme on education for sustainabl e devel opment, as well as
proposals for action to secure the commtnment required for its inplenentation
Proposal s should take into account the outcone of the International Conference
on Environment and Society: Education and Public Awareness for Sustainability
(Thessal oni ki, G eece, 8-12 Decenber 1997), co-organi zed by UNESCO and the
Governnment of Greece, as well as outcones of the neetings organi zed by UNEP, the
Wor I d Busi ness Council for Sustainable Devel opment and the Worl d Federation of
Engi neering Organi zations that will address ways and nmeans of integrating a
sust ai nabl e devel opment perspective in higher-level education

(d) On science, the report would include: (i) a review of the different
roles and set-up of existing international mechani sns providing scientific
assessnments and scientific advice relevant to sustainabl e devel opnent;

(ii) proposals for enhanced support towards inplenmenting the three gl oba
observation systens on oceans, land and climate; and (iii) proposals for
enhanced support for scientific capacity-building in devel oping countries.

(c) Industry

29. The Commttee was briefed on a suggestion to organize, during the sixth
session of the Conm ssion, an "industry segnent” that would provide for an

i nteractive dial ogue between the representatives of industry (both the business
community and trade unions), non-governnental organizations, CGovernnments and

i nternational organizations. It would be particularly inmportant to ensure that
t he perspectives of all the key actors in the industry sector be brought to the
attention of such a segnent.

30. Regarding the Secretary-CGeneral's report on industry for the Comm ssion (or
its ad hoc inter-sessional working group if it was devoted to that issue), the
Committee considered a tentative outline of such a report prepared by the
Departnment of Economic and Social Affairs (annex VI). Wiile it was felt that
the outline provided a good starting point for work on the report, a nunber of
speci fic suggestions were nade with a viewto further refining it, including:

(a) The need to analyse the role of all types of industries, such as
extracting, manufacturing, service and agro-industries;

(b) The need to consider the role and inpact of both |arge-scale and
smal | -scal e enterprises

(c) The need to give due consideration to the role of industry in
technol ogy transfer and devel opnent, including in the area of new technol ogi es,
as well as to identify linkages with capacity-building, science and education

(d) The need to consider matters related to occupational health and safety
in the workplace, as well as such areas as chem cal safety and wastes
managenent .
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31. Bearing in mind the different nature of preparations for the "economc
sector” discussions in the Commi ssion that should cut across the entire scope of
Agenda 21 (and in a nunber of cases the relevant results of other conferences,
such as the World Sunmit for Social Devel opnent), it was agreed that the process
of preparation of docunentation should go beyond the traditional task manager's
approach. 1t was agreed that Departnment of Economic and Social Affairs would
take the broad responsibility for initiating and coordinating preparation of the
docunent ati on, while individual organizations would take the lead in preparing,

t hrough inter-agency col |l aboration, specific parts of the docunent. It was also
agreed that a new outline and proposal for the organization of work would be
forwarded by the Department to all concerned shortly after the neeting.

32. The Conmittee noted that if it was decided to devote the ad hoc
i nter-sessional working group to the issue of industry, relevant docunentation
shoul d be finalized by the end of Decenber 1997.

(d) Small island devel oping States

33. The Committee agreed on the division of |abour anong the task nmanagers and
| ead organizations for reports on issues, as contained in annex VIl to the
present report.

C. Coordination of the Geoscience progranmes
of the United Nations system

34. In introducing the item the representative of the Wrld Meteorol ogi ca
Organi zation (WMD) recalled the reasons that had | ed the Secretary-CGeneral of
WWMO to convene a neeting of em nent persons on the subject of the geosciences
programes of the United Nations system and the decision of 1ACSD at its ninth
session, following an initial consideration of the issue, that it would review
the issue at its tenth session based on further information to be provided by
WMO and prepare for ACC consideration of the matter

35. WMWD had organi zed a round-table neeting on the geosciences and their
applications at Geneva at the end of August 1997, which had provided a forumfor
further discussion for enhancing the contribution of the geosciences and their
application to sustainabl e devel opnent through the rel evant organi zati ons of the
United Nations system The neeting had focused on: recent devel oprments
relating to humanitarian activities, including natural disaster mtigation; the
possi bl e need for a new paradigmto address "planetary issues" nore effectively;
the desirability of better |inkages through coordi nated planning and joi nt
activities, including a process for the division of |abour and the coordination
of the distributed responsibilities; and the need to obtain Governments' support
for any enhancenent initiatives.

36. During the round-table discussions, it was reconmended that further efforts
t owar ds enhanced coordination of the geosciences programes of the United
Nations programes of the United Nations system should be focused prinmarily on
strengt hening the rel evant existing nmechani sns for thematic coordination, such
as the Inter-Agency Commttee on the Cinmate Agenda, the ACC Subconmittee on
Wat er Resources, the ACC Subconmi ttee on Cceans and Coastal Areas and through

l...
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the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction. It was al so suggested

that |1 ACSD serve as the forumfor providing the appropriate overall policy
setting framework and nechani sm including addressing cross-cutting issues
relating to the geosciences and their application; submtting proposals for the
decision of ACC, as well as to the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent where
governnent action or support was required. That woul d include addressing gl oba
i ssues, such as natural disaster nmitigation, climte change, environnental

i ssues and wat er resources managenent. | ACSD al so noted that in the programe
of work of the Conmission for 1998-2001, as adopted by the General Assenbly at
its nineteenth special session, in June 1997, the sectoral thenmes of focus for
each year were all related to the geosciences and their applications.

37. | ACSD expressed appreciation to WMO for facilitating further consultations
on the issue, and endorsed the recomendati ons emanating fromthe round-table

di scussions. However, with regard to new nmechani sns the Commttee proposed that
in the light of the inmportance and conplexity of the issues involved, ad hoc

i nter-sessional neetings of organi zations nost concerned could be held as and
when required, without the need to resort to establishing formally an additiona
subcommi ttee of | ACSD. The results of those ad hoc neetings could be reported
to | ACSD at subsequent sessions. The Conmittee al so stressed the inportance of
forging links with the relevant parts of the scientific comunity not directly
within the United Nations systemin undertaking work in this area.

D. Proposed agenda, dates and venue for the
el eventh neeting of the Commttee

38. It was agreed that 1 ACSD would hold its next nmeeting at United Nations
Headquarters in New York on 19 and 20 February 1998, i mediately before the
nmeeting of the ad hoc inter-sessional working group of the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent. The provisional agenda for the above neeting is
contai ned in annex |V.

E. Request for observer nenbership in | ACSD

39. The Committee considered the request fromthe ITTO for observer menbership
in IACSD. The Committee recognized that the ITTOis involved in an imnportant
area of the substantive work covered by | ACSD. However, bearing in mnd that

| TTO was not part of the United Nations system the Comrittee decided to
transfer this request for consideration by the Organizational Conmttee of ACC
Subject to the views of the Organizational Commttee of ACC, ITTOw Il be
invited to the next neeting of the Committee.
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1. WORK OF | ACSD

A. Proposed global initiative for the protection and pronotion
of health and environnment in border areas

40. The representative of WHO briefed the Conmmittee on the status of work being
undertaken by his organization on the issue. He reported that a task force had
been established within WHO under the Chairmanship of its Assistant Director-
Ceneral for Health Systenms. At one of its early neetings, the task force had
decided to initiate its work by establishing a pilot project related to the

Mexi co/United States border. There already had been a first neeting of the
United States/Mexico Border Health Associ ation, which had adopted the Phoeni x

@ obal Declaration for Healthy and Safe Borders in the Twenty-first Century. He
indicated that there were likely to be some other pilot projects, and considered
that it would be preferable for |ACSD to await the results of those pil ot
projects before attenpting to define a nore global initiative on the issue. He
expressed the hope that other concerned organizations within the United Nations
system woul d eventually participate in the process as the work progressed. It
was indicated that the United Nations International Drug Control Programe and
the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees m ght be the
organi zations nost likely to be associated with the initiative.

B. Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting to |ACSD: report on
an _ad hoc neeting of the ACC Subcommittee on Cceans and

Coastal Areas to review progress made in inplenentation
of the work plan

41. The report on the neeting, which was held at Stockholmfrom®6 to
8 August 1997, was before the Comm ttee for information purposes only, since it
had yet to be considered by the Subcommittee at a formal session

42. The Conmittee welconed the initiative to nove towards a joint neeting of
t he subconmttees on water and on oceans and coastal areas, and | ooked forward
to receiving proposals fromboth subconmittees.

43. The Conmittee al so encouraged those agencies and organi zations that had not
yet received a mandate fromtheir governing body to follow up on the

i mpl ementation of the G obal Programme of Action to take the necessary steps to
secure such a nmandate.

C. Oher matters

1. Followup action on streanlining of reporting

44. | ACSD was i nformed of progress made to date on the stream ining of nationa
reporting, as contained in docunent ACC/ | ACSD/ X/ 1997/ CRP.7 (see annex II11). It
was noted that the issue was difficult to address for a nunber of reasons,
including the fact that rel evant national reporting to various intergovernnental
bodi es and conferences of parties could be either voluntary or |egally binding;
that the periodicity varied considerably; and that the type of information
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requested m ght be both qualitative and quantitative. Follow ng inter-agency

di scussions, it had been agreed, as a first step, to adopt a two-track approach
One track would be at the international |evel, using the United Nations
System wi de Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent Wb site as a nmeans of naking information
col l ected through national reporting nore accessible and transparent and thus
easier to share. The other would be at the national |evel, to assist planning
and coordi nation through the establishment of a three-year cal endar of all

rel evant national reports requested. That cal endar had been devel oped and
posted on the Internet, and would al so be nade avail able to national Governnents
in printed format.

45. It was agreed that the next step that needed to be taken was to streanline
requests for information that were made to national Governnments, and that that
shoul d al so be undertaken through the coordination efforts of | ACSD. |ACSD
shoul d al so | ook into the possibility of making a contribution to the broader
exercise of streamining national reporting in the followup to all recent
United Nations global conferences.

2. Oher issues

(a) Presentation on nethodol ogies for sustainable livelihoods

46. UNDP reported on its work in the area of sustainable livelihoods, which was
noted by the Comittee.

(b) Presentation of the Sustainable Devel opnent Wrld Wde Wb site

47. 1 ACSD wel coned the United Nations Systemw de Sustai nabl e Devel opment Worl d
Wde Wb site, which was | aunched at the neeting. The representative of the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, in her introduction, explained that
the Wb site had been devel oped in response to decisions taken by the Conm ssion
at its third and fourth sessions and 1 ACSD at its sixth and seventh mneetings,
and had been designed consistent with the paraneters established during

i nter-agency consultations that had been held in January and Septenber 1996

The Web site was organized primarily by country, indicator and issue, and was
characterized by nultiple Iinks both to Wb sites of organizations within the
United Nations systemand to official national Wb sites. It was agreed by
participants in the | ACSD neeting that they would provide information on

addi tional links that should be installed on the Wb site. The Wb site was
accessible at:

www. unsyst em or g/ agenda2l.

48. | ACSD al so noted that further work might need to be continued on efforts to
agree on conmmon core data sets within the United Nations systemin order,

inter alia, to avoid situations where links to conflicting data sets m ght

exi st.
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(c) Modalities for the energy process included in the progranme for further
inpl enentation of Agenda 21

49. | ACSD stressed the inportance of the issue for achieving sustainable

devel opnent, and considered that a strategi c approach was needed. The programe
for the further inplenmentation of Agenda 21 had set out a process for the
preparation of the ninth session of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent,
in 2001, in the energy area.!?

50. A detailed proposal for the preparations for the 2001 process woul d be
submtted to ACSD at its el eventh neeting, building upon the inter-agency
consul tative process that had already been initiated preceding the fifth session
of the Conm ssion. Consideration could also be given to a possible tine-bound
secretariat process, learning fromthe experience in the area of forests.

(d) Inplenentation progranme of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Forests

51. The Comm ttee took note of the inplenentation progranme submitted by the
Chai rman of the Task Force, Dr. Harcharik of FAO The Committee wel comed the
positive and constructive experience of the Task Force, and encouraged conti nued
cooperation in the framework of the inplenentation progranme.

* * *

52. The Committee expressed appreciation to WHO for hosting the tenth session
of the Committee.

53. The Conmittee noted that the tenth neeting would be the last to be

attended by the Director of the Division for Sustainabl e Devel opnent,

Ms. Joke Wl ler-Hunter, who was |eaving the United Nations system for another

i nportant assignnent. The Conmittee expressed its deep appreciation to

Ms. Waller-Hunter for her continuous and dynam c | eadership and active
contribution to the work of I ACSD, and to advanci ng sustai nabl e devel opment work
i n general

Not es

! The Committee noted that the outcome of the Third Conference of Parties
of the United Nations Franmework Convention on Cimate Change (UNFCCC) in Kyoto
Japan, will have an inportant inpact on the discussion on energy.
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Annex |
AGENDA

1. Adopti on of the agenda and tinetabl e.

2. Foll owup to the outconme of neetings of:
(a) ACC
(b) Intergovernnental bodies.

3. Fol l ow-up to the 1997 special session of the General Assenbly to reviewthe
i mpl ement ati on of Agenda 21: preparation of the sixth session of the
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, including matters relating to the
sust ai nabl e devel opment of small island devel opi ng States.

4. Coordi nati on of the geosci ence programme of the United Nations system

5. Proposed gl obal initiative for the protection and pronotion of health and
envi ronnent in border areas.

6. Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting to | ACSD: report of the ad hoc
neeting of the ACC Subcommttee on Cceans and Coastal Areas to review
progress made in inplenmentation of the work plan.

7. Q her matters:

(a) Followup action on streamining of reporting;
(b) Dates, venue and provisional agenda for the el eventh session of | ACSD
(c) Oher issues:
(i) Presentation on nmethodol ogi es for sustainable |ivelihoods;
(i1) Presentation of the Sustainable Devel opment World Wde Wb site;
(iii) Mdalities for the energy process included in the programe for
further inplenentation of Agenda 21
(iv) Inplenentation programe of the |nter-Agency Task Force on
Forests.
8. Adoption of the report.
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Annex |1

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS

Annot at ed provi sional agenda
Ti et abl e

Foll owup to the 1997 speci al session of the
Ceneral Assenbly to review the inplenentation of
Agenda 21: report on an informal neeting of | ACSD

Fol l ow-up to the 1997 Special Session of the
General Assenbly to review the inplenentation of
Agenda 21: draft discussion note on a programe
of sustai nabl e devel opment wor kshops

Coordi nati on of the geosci ence programme of the
United Nations system information note on the
coordi nati on of geosci ences programes of the
United Nations systemby the World Meteorol ogi ca
Organi zation

Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting to | ACSD
report of an ad hoc neeting of the ACC
Subcommittee on Cceans and Coastal Areas to review
progress made in inplenmentation of the work plan

Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting to | ACSD
sunmary of the progress nmade in inplenentation of
the A obal Programe of Action for the Protection
of the Marine Environnment from Land-based
Activities, submtted by the UNEP Water Branch

O her matters: followup action on streanlining
of reporting, draft background note on
stream i ning of national reporting

O her issues: inplenmentation progranmme of the

I nt er- Agency Task Force on Forest, inplenentation
plan entitled "Inter-agency partnership on
forests: inplementation of |FP Proposals for
Action by the Inter-Agency Task Force on Forests"

Fol l ow-up to the 1997 special session of the
General Assenbly to review the inplenentation of
Agenda 21: preparations for the sixth session of
t he Conm ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent,
background paper prepared by the Departnent of
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs.
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PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE ELEVENTH MEETI NG OF | ACSD
1. Adopti on of the agenda and tinetabl e.
2. Foll owup to the outconme of neetings of:
(a) ACC

(b) Intergovernnental bodies.

3. Qui dance for national action.
4. Energy cooperation/preparations for energy discussion in 2001.
5. Preparations for the sixth session of the Comm ssion on Sustainable

Devel opnent .

6. G her matters.
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Annex V

REPORT ON AN | NFORMAL MEETI NG OF | ACSD ON THE OUTCOVE OF
THE NI NETEENTH SPECI AL SESSI ON OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(CGeneva, 9 July 1997)

1. An informal neeting of | ACSD was held in accordance with the agreenent
reached at its 9th meeting. The neeting was intended to serve as a

"brai nstorm ng" session ainmed at assessing the results of the nineteenth specia
session of the General Assenbly and at preparing for a discussion under item2
on the provisional agenda of the 10th neeting of | ACSD (WHO Headquarters,
Geneva, 17 and 18 Septenber 1997), entitled "Followup to the special session of
the General Assenbly to review the inplenentation of Agenda 21".

2. The nmeeting was chaired by the Under-Secretary-General for Econom c and
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat. The list of participants is
contained in the appendix. The followi ng main issues were discussed during the
neeting:

(a) Assessnent of the outcone of the special session

(b) Focus of inter-agency cooperation after the special session: towards
i mpl ement ati on strategi es based on common approaches;

(c) Inplications of the programme of work of the Comm ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent for the 1998-2002 period for the work of 1ACSD and its task
managers.

3. The di scussions under itens 2 and 3 were prelimnary in nature. However,
the participants agreed to carefully study within their organizations all of the
proposal s made during the neeting, and to cone up with nore specific ideas and
suggestions in preparations for the tenth neeting of | ACSD, so that concrete
deci sions coul d be taken at that neeting.

4. The following are the highlights of the main concl usi ons made during the
informal meeting and of the main proposals nmade during its deliberations.

A. Assessnent of the outcone of the special session

5. The participants felt that in spite of negative assessnents of the results
of the special session in the nedia, particularly that in Western Europe, as
well as the fact that the political outcome of the special session did not neet
fully the expectations of a nunber of devel oped and devel opi ng countries, as
wel | as environnmental groups, the overall outconme of the session, in particular
t he adoption of the Programme for the Further Inplenentation of Agenda 21

i ncl uded a nunber of positive devel opnments and deci sions that advanced

i nternational agreement and pronoted action in the area of sustainable

devel opnent, i ncl udi ng:
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(a) The honesty and transparency with which the special session carried
out the assessnment of progress achi eved since UNCED

(b) The participatory nature of the special session and of its preparatory
process, including unprecedented invol venent of non-governmental organizations
and maj or groups;

(c) More positive approach taken by many devel oped countries, both in the
debate in the plenary and in the course of negotiations, to the issue of
of ficial devel opnment assistance (ODA), including recognition by the majority of
donors of the need to reverse the current declining trend in the ODA/ gross
national product (GN\NP) ratio;

(d) A greater enphasis on devel opnental and social aspects of sustainable
devel opnent, which was reflected in the final document of the session;

(e) A large nunber of practical decisions that advanced internationa
commtnment to action and cooperation, particularly in such areas as freshwater
energy and forests;

(f) Adoption of a nore focused programme of work for the Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent that provided for a nore integrated treatnent of
econom ¢, social and environnmental conponents of sustainable devel opnent, and at
the sane time clarified specific roles of the Conm ssion, and of other
i nternational processes and organi zations, particularly of UNEP, in that area;

(g) Recognition of the fact that the United Nations system had approached
the tasks emanating from UNCED and its followup in a well coordinated and
col  aborati ve way;

(h) Geater enphasis on the role of regional organizations and
institutions in the inplenmentati on of Agenda 21 and in providing a forum for
exchanges of national experiences and good practices;

(i) Better recognition of the role of science in the fornulation of
polici es and deci si on- maki ng.

6. It was agreed that the United Nations system should build upon those
positive results and take themfully into account in further work in the area of
sust ai nabl e devel opment and the inplenmentation of Agenda 21. |In particular, it

woul d be essential to translate the positive results of the special session into
practical action at the national |evel

B. Focus of inter-agency cooperation after the Special session:
towards i nplementation strategies based on commopn approaches

7. The participants agreed that the main challenge for 1ACSD and its task
managers in the period after the special session would be to ensure a stronger
focus in inter-agency collaboration on practical inplenentation, particularly at
the country level. That, inter alia, would inprove |inkages between the results
of policy discussions and agreenents reached at the international |evel with
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nati onal sustainabl e devel opnent activities. |In particular, it would be

essential to make the best use of the experience and know edge avail able in the
United Nations system including that of the task nanagers and the delivery
capacities of the UNDP at the national level. It would be particularly inportant
to further devel op common approaches that woul d guide future systemw de work in
all key areas of sustainable devel opnent.

8. It was agreed that the foll owing specific measures woul d be considered at
the tenth neeting of the | ACSD:

(a) Preparation through the task nmanagers system of guidelines/manual s/
net hodol ogies or simlar materials addressing nmain policy issues related to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent whi ch coul d be nade avail abl e, upon request, to nationa
pol i cy-makers and institutions. Such guidelines, which could be used and
di ssem nated at the country | evel by resident coordinators, should not be
prescriptive in nature, but should rather suggest nost prom sing policy options
(based on decisions adopted by the CSD and other rel evant international bodies,
as well as on "good practices"” and experiences) which countries may wish to
consider in formulation of their policies;

(b) Oganization of a series of sustainable devel opnent workshops. Such
wor kshops coul d provide a good and cost-effective way of carrying out United

Nations systemfunctions related to the provision of policy advisory services to
nati onal decision nakers and professionals. Those workshops could be focused

ei ther on generic issues (e.g., fornmulation of sustainable devel opnent
strategi es or use of economc instruments), or on nore specific sectoral thenes
(e.g., integrated water managenent) and could be organi zed individually or
jointly by the task managers, UNDP and the regional comm ssions. However, it
woul d be inportant for 1 ACSD to el aborate sone sort of a strategic framework or
consol i dat ed programme of such workshops for the period of the next two or three
years to ensure that they contributed to the inplementation of United Nations
goals in the area of sustainable devel opnent. The follow ng specific nodalities
coul d be further considered:

(i) Insertion of a sustainable perspective in workshops al ready under
preparation or planned;

(i1) Workshops for national-l1evel personnel that could be organi zed either
in countries or at headquarters. |In the latter case,it was felt that
it would be inportant to ensure participation in such workshops of
several professionals fromeach country in order to build a "critica
mass" of expertise and networks at the national |evel;

(i1i) Regional workshops for the purpose of exchanges of nationa
experiences and good practices. That could include |aunching
voluntary peer reviews within regions, as suggested in
paragraph 133 (c) of the Programme for the Further |nplenentation of
Agenda 21 adopted by the special session

(iv) It was agreed that all organizations of the United Nations system
woul d bring to the tenth neeting of | ACSD their specific proposals on
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that matter, including information on rel evant wor kshops pl anned or
consi dered for the com ng years

(c) Elaboration of a common approach to the inplenentation in the priority
areas of freshwater (where an inplenentation strategy as part of a global plan
of action would need to be el aborated) and energy (where a comon approach as
reference framework for the activities of the United Nations systemat the
nati onal |evel should be operational by the year 2001). Based on the recent
experiences in the area of forests (I TFF) and freshwater (Steering Commttee for
the d obal Water Assessment), work in the areas of water and energy could be
organi zed through the establishment of ad hoc task forces that were high-Ievel
limted to nost interested organi zati ons, and provided for the invol verent of
rel evant intergovernnmental organizations fromoutside the ACC system
secretariats of relevant conventions and major groups/institutions. More
speci fically:

(i) Inthe area of freshwater, the ACC Subconmittee on Water Resources
coul d consider specific nodalities for organizing further work;

(ii1) In the area of energy, future arrangenents could be based on the
experience of the ad hoc task force established to prepare the recent
report on coordination of energy-related activities in the United
Nations system

(d) A nore systematic approach to the collection and di ssemination of
informati on. That work should include further work on inproving common access
to data and information | aunched by 1 ACSD, further devel opment of the system
wi de sust ai nabl e devel opnent hone page, broadeni ng access of countries to UNDP' s
sust ai nabl e devel opnent network, and consideration of the feasibility of
organi zing "virtual conferences" on sustainable devel opment issues.

9. The participants generally welconed the initiative to organize by the end
of 1997 a neeting of regional institutions to discuss their future role in the
i npl enentati on of Agenda 21 in |light of the outcome of the special session

10. It was also felt that it would be inportant to establish a clear link
bet ween future arrangenents for the inplenentati on of Agenda 21 under the
auspi ces of 1ACSD with the work of the task forces established to foll ow up
ot her global conferences, as well as with relevant work done by CCPOQ

C. Inplications of the programme of work of the Conmi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent for the 1998-2002 period for the

work of IACSD and its task nmanagers

11. The participants wel comed the adoption of the new programre of work of the
Conmi ssi on, which provided for a nuch nore focused consi deration of key
sust ai nabl e devel opnent issues, and at the sane time a good opportunity for

i ntegrated consideration of sectoral themes with cross-cutting issues, including
matters related to the neans of inplenmentation. It was felt to be inportant
that the programe provide an opportunity for consideration of sustainable



ACC/ 1997/ 12
Engl i sh
Page 25

devel opnent issues in the context of inportant econonic sectors, such as
i ndustry, agriculture, tourism energy and transport.

12. It was felt that in principle, the task managers system established by

| ACSD after UNCED, including the allocation of responsibilities for various
chapters of Agenda 21, should not be changed. However, to pronpte a nore

i ntegrated approach it would be crucial to inprove nodalities for interaction
anong the task nmanagers, particularly anong those who dealt with natura
resour ce/ environnental issues and those responsible for cross-sectoral thenes
and nmeans of inplenentation.

13. The new programe of work of the Comm ssion required a change in the nature
of reporting to the Commssion. |In a prelimnary way, the follow ng suggestions
wer e di scussed:

(a) The reports should pay nore attention to review ng prom sing policy
devel opnents and good practices (both at the regional/national/local |evel, and
within international institutions) rather than being "conceptual" in nature, as
was the case during the 1993-1996 period. O course, that should not apply to
t hose policy areas where further conceptual understanding and politica
consensus were needed at the international |evel;

(b) The format of the reporting could be as follows: one "strategic"
report of the Secretary-General (up to 16 pages as required by United Nations
regul ations) for each of the "main" issues on the Comm ssion's agenda in a given
year, supplenmented with nore detail ed background papers addressing, as
appropriate, linkages with other areas. Such papers should as a rule be
prepared for so-called "overriding i ssues" of poverty and changi ng
production/ consunption patterns; financing; transfer of technol ogy; the role of
maj or groups; and critical trends in the area under discussion

(c) Geater promnence in reporting should be given to devel opnental and
soci al aspects of the "environnental /natural resources" theme, in the focus of
di scussion in a given year (see left colum of the work progranme);

(d) It would be inportant to find effective nodalities for involving the
representati ves of the econom ¢ sectors/major groups in the preparation of
reports addressing thenmes identified in the right colum of the progranmre of
wor k.

(e) An event should be organized related to enpl oynent and sustai nabl e
devel opnent in the context of sixth session of the Conm ssion

14. It was agreed that the task managers woul d prepare for the next session of
| ACSD nore specific proposals on the format and nodalities for preparation of
the reports (and background docunents, as appropriate) dealing with issues under
consi deration by the Conmi ssion at its sixth session, in 1998.

* * *

15. It was agreed that the report of the neeting would serve as the background
docunment for discussion/action under item2 on the agenda of the tenth neeting

l...
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of 1ACSD. Furthernmore, it was agreed that in addition to consideration of
specific issues outlined above, the tenth neeting of | ACSD shoul d consider the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The participation of secretariats of the International Tropical Tinber
Organi zation and the d obal Environnent Facility in | ACSD

(b) Presentation by UNDP of methodol ogi es for sustainable |ivelihoods;
(c) Presentation of the sustainabl e devel opnent hone page;

(d) Modalities for the energy process included in the Progranme for
Further |nplementation of Agenda 21.
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Chai r man:

United Nations, its entities and programmes

Uni ted Nations

I nternati onal Decade for Natural D saster
Reducti on

Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Africa

Econom ¢ Comm ssi on for Europe

Uni ted Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent

Uni ted Nations Devel opnent Progranme

United Nations Environnment Progranme

Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssi oner
for Refugees

Speci ali zed agencies and related institutions

Food and Agriculture O ganization of the
Uni ted Nations

Uni ted Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cul tural Organization

Worl d Heal th Organization

I nternational Monetary Fund
I nternational Tel ecomuni cati on Uni on

Worl d Meteorol ogi cal O gani zation
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United Nations Industrial Devel opnent M Rigola
Organi zati on

International Atom c Energy Agency M S. Qpelz

Wirld Trade Organization S. Shaw

I nternational Trade Centre UNCTAD WO P. Li ndhol m

* * *

Secretariat of the Convention on Biol ogical C. Takase
Diversity
Secretariat of the United Nations Convention S. Briceno

to Conbat Desertification

Secretariat of the United Nations Franmework M Zammt Cutajar
Convention on dimate Change A. Taal ab
Secretariat of the Basel Convention for the A. J. G anados

Control of Transboundary Mvenents of
Hazar dous Wastes
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Annex Vi

TENTATI VE CQUTLI NE OF DOCUMENTATI ON ON | NDUSTRY AND
SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT

l. | NDUSTRY AND ECONOM C DEVELGOPMENT

A Rol e of industry in devel opnent strategies
B. Policy chall enges for CGovernnents
1. Policy reforns for sustainable growh
2. Creating a climte for sustainable entrepreneurship
3. Attracting foreign direct investnment and technol ogy transfer
4. Maj or | essons fromthe experience of individual econom es
C Policy challenges for the international conmmnity
1. Har noni zi ng trade and envi ronnental policies
2. Mul til ateral agreenments on investnent

[1. I NDUSTRY AND SOCI AL DEVELCPMENT

A Hurmman devel opment and economic grow h
B. Policy chall enges for CGovernnents
1. Bal anci ng enterprise profitability and human wel fare

(Soci al security, including health insurance and pension
contributions of enterprises, mninmmwages, wonen, worKking
condi tions, workers' participation, etc.)

2. Emer gi ng | ssues
(Soci al effects of downsizing, rights of inmgrant workers,
agei ng of popul ation and pension contribution of enterprises)
C Policy challenges for the international conmmunity
1. Fol l ow-up to the Copenhagen Sunmit on issues related to industry
2. Emer gi ng i ssues

[11. I'NDUSTRY AND ENVI RONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

A Envi ronnental | y sustai nabl e industrial devel opnment
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B. I ndustrial waste em ssions, environnental inpacts and cl eaner
producti on
1. Wast e emi ssi ons
(Fossil fuel -rel ated em ssions, nmanufacturing em ssions, mning
em ssi ons)
2. Envi ronnmental inpacts of waste em ssions
(d obal inpacts, regional inmpacts, |ocal inpacts)
3. Technol ogi cal opportunities for reducing environmental danmage
C Policy chall enges for CGovernnents
1. Nati onal policy neasures
(a) Integration of environmental and industrial policy
(Regul atory policies, econonmic incentives and disincentives)
(b) New approaches to fiscal policy and conpetitiveness
(Econom c instrunents, border tax adjustnents, etc.)
(c) Tradable enission permts
D. Policy challenges for the international conmmnity
1. Har noni zati on of environnental policies
2. Trade in hazardous wastes
3. Counteracting the adverse inpacts of eco-labelling requirenments

(I'nternationally agreed-upon | abels, nutual recognition
equi val ency and transparency, technical assistance)

4. Envi ronnent al managenent standards
EMAS, | SO 14000)

Note: The report of the Secretary-CGeneral will be a brief docunent of
approxi mately 16 pages, with addenda (15 to 20 pages) on each of the three main
issues I, Il and Il1I.
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TASK MANAGERS FOR REPCRTS ON SMALL | SLAND DEVELOPI NG

Subj ect

dimate change and
sea-level rise

Managenent of waste

Freshwat er resources

Land resources

Bi odi versity resources

Nati onal institutions
and adm ni strative
capacity

Regi onal institutions
and techni cal
cooperation

Sci ence and technol ogy

STATES | SSUES

Lead organization
UNEP

UNEP

NRVB®/ DESA

FAO

UNEP

UNDP

SI DS Uni t/ DESA

UNESCO ( Sci ence)
UNI DO ( Technol ogy)

Possi bl e cooperating
or gani zat i ons/ bodi es

UNFCCC secretari at
WO

CGEF

ETB?* DESA

UNESCQO' | CC

VWHO

VWHO

Wor | d Bank
UNI DO

Habi t at

ACC Subcomm ttee on Water
Resour ces

Worl d Bank

Bi odi versity Convention
secretari at

CGEF

Forest Panel
secretari at/ DESA

FAO

UNESCO

DGPAF¢/ DESA
Worl d Bank

ECLAC (Tri ni dad)
ESCAP ( POC)
ECA

Wor | d Bank
SPFTBY/ DESA
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Possi bl e cooperating
Subj ect Lead organization or gani zat i ons/ bodi es
9. Human r esour ces SI DS Uni t/ DESA UNDP
ILO
VWor |l d Bank

a ETB: Energy and Transport Branch.
b NRMB: Natural Resources and M neral s Branch.
¢ DGPAF: Division for Governance, Public Adm nistration and Fi nance.

¢ SPFTB: Soci o-econonic Policies, Finance and Technol ogy Branch.



